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The current garages are both falling to pieces and very insecure. We’ll be taking delivery of two 
20ft shipping containers on Monday 13th October to replace the old garages. Therefore an extra 
work weekend has been called for the 11th & 12th October to organise emptying the garages and 
taking them down. Please come and help! 
 
That brings me onto the following weekend (18th & 19th) that will be the actual work weekend. 
Aside from having 2 containers to paint there’s a whole host of other jobs that need doing so please 
come along and lend a hand. No matter how little you can do your contribution will be appreciated. 
 

	 ���� � ���
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Some of you will find your new-look GNAS (or Archery GB as they seem to now prefer) cards with 
this newsletter. It’s only members who have been around for a while who will have them included – 
if you’ve only joined the club within the last year don’t panic, yours will be on the way 
(eventually). 
 
If the letter that you card is attached to shows either no address or the wrong address I’ve already 
notified GNAS of the correct address. This means that you should start to reach the Archery UK 
magazine. 
 


 ����� 
 �
�� �
 
It may sound obvious but if you’re the last person to leave the ground can you please ensure that 
everything is locked up before you leave. There have been instances lately where things have been 
left open! 
 
Also, if you’re the first person there, please scramble the lock combination once you have opened 
the lock. This isn’t always happening which means anyone can walk past and find out the 
combination. 

�
� ������� �
 
Whilst visitors are quite welcome at the ground can I please remind everyone that only GNAS 
affiliated archers are permitted to shoot at the ground. The only exceptions to this would be open 
days or beginners courses that would be under the control of a coach. 
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Jan Damsell kindly sent me reports on the latest batch of events both at the ground and away: 
 
Guildhall Arrow Tournament 
 
Sunday 20th July saw the 4th Annual Longbow shoot for the Guildhall Arrow trophy. There were 16 
longbow men (and women) taking part this year.  
 
In the previous three years a different archer has won each time and this year was no exception.  
John Morris won, with a score of 382. Rosie Clarkson came 2nd with 346, followed by Barry 
Johnson in 3rd place with a score of 301. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part. You never know, if you haven't won the trophy yet then it 
may be your turn next year! 
 
Medieval Tournament 
 
On Sunday 21st September (the hottest day of the year so far!) our longbow men were invited by the 
Bowmen of Bosworth to a medieval archery tournament at Bosworth Battlefield. We all had to don 
a medieval costume for the day in keeping with the event. The first part of the day was spent 
admiring each other’s costumes and taking photos to be used as incriminating evidence at a later 
date! 
 
After a picnic lunch it was down to the serious part - the competition. If there was a scoring system 
for the 9 different targets then we have yet to find out what it was. Suffice to say there was plenty of 
laughter going on.  I just hope that the audience enjoyed it as much as we all did. 
 
After a quick refreshment break it was down to the balloon race. We thought we would have to be 
pretty good as they were 
fielding 14 men to our 9 
but we didn't let the club 
down and we triumphed in 
a nail-biting finish. 
  
We have been invited back 
again so obviously the sight 
of our men in tights has not 
put them off! Thanks to 
everyone who attended and 
the first incriminating 
photo is there for all to see 
if you dare look! 
 
Twilight Shoot 
 
On Friday 26th September there was a good attendance of 24 archers, both Junior and Senior of all 
bow types, together with 5 spectators, for the first Twilight Shoot on an evening that just happened 
to coincide with the first night-time Grand Prix in Singapore. 
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As we couldn't find enough obliging glow worms we had to resort to taping fishing glow sticks to 
our arrows, and also to the target faces. Although the targets were only between 25 & 30 yards 
away most people still managed to miss at least once during the shoot, which consisted of 2 dozen 
arrows. 

  
At the end of the fun it was down to the serious 
part for the awards ceremony (and a hot drink)! 
Title of First Junior went to Ryan Spicknell with a 
score of 98, Rosie Clarkson took First Lady with 
86 and Andy Robertson took First Gent with 148. 
All 3 winners received a certificate and a prize. 
Andy Robertson also won the coveted trophy, 
which was made and donated by Kevin Clarkson. 
The trophy was very appropriate as it glowed in the 
dark but we are unsure if this was with the aid of 
batteries or whether it is radioactive! Kevin 
declined to comment. As Lewis Hamilton was 
otherwise engaged for the evening Kevin was also 
our Lord Paramount. 
  
Thanks go to everyone who helped to make the 
evening such a success and no doubt, from the 
comments received, we shall be repeating the 
Twilight Shoot again next year due to popular 
demand. 

 

� �
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Jan Damsell sent me following after some of the social events: 
 
Friday 25th July - General Knowledge Quiz 
 
On a warm evening in July some 17 people gathered at the clubhouse for the social evening.  What 
a night it was. Advertised as a fun, friendly evening the teams were tearing each others throats out 
just to score an extra point. Frank and myself almost had to barricade ourselves in the kitchen at one 
stage! It was a really fun evening (honest) with only ½ a point between the 1st and 2nd team. 
However, the winning team did share their chocolates with everyone else so there were no losers in 
the end. 
  
Friday 29th August - Up The Garden Path 
 
Only 15 brave people attended this one. Perhaps word had spread that Frank's decision was final 
and he would not stand for any backchat! Reports are that everyone enjoyed it and the chocolates 
were again shared by all.  
My thanks must go to Frank for running the evening when I was suddenly taken ill in the afternoon, 
and also to everyone that helped him out. I must be on record as the only person who can get 
seasickness from living near a duck pond! 
 
With 3 down and 2 more to go there’s still time to check out our social events. So what’s coming I 
hear you ask, well this is what Jan’s let on: 
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Friday 31st October - Wot Is It? 
  
Join us in the clubhouse for the next social evening at 7pm. This is where we give you objects to 
touch and look at and you have to tell us what they are and what you would do with them! 
  
Friday 5th December - A Christmas Cracker 
  
A quiz/game to get you in the mood for Christmas nice and early - nothing too difficult! Just don't 
be surprised if your team manage to get all the answers right and still lose at the end of the night! 
Confused? Why not come along and see what we mean for yourselves. Join us in the Clubhouse at 
7pm. 
  
The Social events are family orientated and suitable for all ages. Partners are most welcome. There 
will be a prize for the winning team. Admission is free. Teas & coffees, with biscuits, are available 
to buy. 
 
So there we go, sounds good to me. I received one email from a member recently who certainly 
enjoyed themselves: 
 
Just a quick message to pass on my comments on the 2 social evenings that we have attended. They 
have both been very enjoyable and as new members we were made to feel very welcome both by Jan 
and Frank plus all the other people that took part. 
  
I would appreciate it if you would be kind enough to pass on my praise and we are looking forward 
to the twilight shoot at the end of September. 
 

� ������ ��� ����
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The clubs annual Awards & Skittles night will be taking place on Friday 9th January 2009 at the 
Horse & Trumpet in Wigston. Keep that date free in your diaries – further details next time. 

�
� ����� �
 
Hopefully they’ll be some good news soon relating to shooting indoors over the winter. I’ve got 
nothing concrete to report at the time of printing but take a look at the website – if anything is 
confirmed I’ll post details on there. 

�
� ��� � ��� �
 
Congratulations to Zoey Smethurst who has been picked to take part in the Jedi programme. For 
anyone who doesn’t know, this isn’t at all related to Star Wars – the Jedi’s is all about developing 
promising young archers to join the county junior team. 
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Well done to Richard Price, Gav Edwards, Ken Gardner, Amy & Ryan Spicknell and Andy 
Robertson who all attended the recent novice shoot at LAOFAC. 
 
Shooting the American round, Ken Gardner took 1st place compound. Shooting the Junior American 
round Amy took 1st place both overall and for recurve, with Ryan taking 2nd place for the same. 
  
In the recent chocolate shoot the Glen team (Zoe Smethurst and Amy & Ryan Spicknell) came 3rd 
behind Welland and The Foxes. Zoey shot a short national, scoring 450 and taking 3rd girl, whilst 
Nigel Grainger shot a Junior National scoring 228 and taking 1st place in the longbow. 
 
Thanks also go to Kevan Pownall & Richie Price for all their hard work in putting on the shoots that 
are helping our junior so much.  
 
That’s all for this time, 
 
Mark 


